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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PARIS 2I4I6 222246Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AF-10 ARA-I4 EA-09 NEA-10 AID-05 
CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 FRB-01 INR-07 10-14 
NSAE-00 USIA-15 OPIC-06 SP-02 TRSE-00 LAB-04 
EPG-02 SIL-01 AGRE-00 OMB-01 ERDA-07 DODE-00 
FPC-01 H-02 INT-05 L-03 NSC-05 PM-05 OES-07 
SS-15 STR-04 ACDA-10 DOTE-00 FMC-02 CG-00 DLOS-09 
FEA-01 EPA-04 NRC-07 /209 W 

043698 230821Z/23 

R221856Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6133 

UNCLAS PARIS 21416 

USOECD 

PASS EPA FOR ROWE, ERDA FOR SIEVERING, STATE FOR 
NOSENZO AND ALBRECHT 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, OECD 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF A MULTILATERAL CONSULATION 
AND SURVEILLANCE MECHANISM EOR SEA DUMPING OF 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE 

REE: STATE 163425 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN REFTEL, 

U.S. SUPPORTED ADOPTION OF OECD COUNCIL DECISION 
ESTABLISHING MULTILATERAL CONSULTATION AND SURVEILLANCE 
MECHANISM FOR SEA DUMPING OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE. 

2. SIXTEEN ADDITIONAL COUNTRIES AGREED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE DECISION WITHOUT QUALIFICATIONS. 
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3. THREE COUNTRIES, FRG, FINLAND AND NETHERLANDS 
NOTED THAT THEIR ACCEPTANCE WAS CONTINGENT UPON 
REQUIREMENTS OF THEIR CONSTITUIONAL PROCEDURES. 

4. FOUR COUNTRIES, AUSTRIA, JAPAN, NEW ZEALAND 

AND AUSTRALIA ABSTAINED, ALL BUT AUSTRIA NOTING THAT 
ARTICLE 106 ALLOWED EOR PARTICIPATION IN THE DECISION 
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AT A LATER DATE. 

- AUSTRIA'S ABSTENTION WAS PURE AND SIMPLE, BASED 
UPON THEIR "PURIST" VIEW THAT ANY SEA DUMPING CONVEN- 
TION WHICH PERMITS SEA DISPOSAL OE RADIOACTIVE WASTES 
CAN BE VIEWED AS ENCOURAGING SEA DUMPING OPERATIONS 
WHICH THEY WERE OPPOSED TO IN PRINCIPLE. IN THIS 
REGARD MISSION NOTES THAT DESPITE OBJECTIONS BY THE 
ERG AND THE U.K. (AND, IN THE PAST, BY THE U.S.), 

THE COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED THE INSERTION OE 
THE PHRASE QUOTE THAT SEVERAL MEMBER COUNTRIES OBJECT 
IN PRINCIPLE TO SEA DUMPING OPERATIONS UNQUOTE 
IN PREAMBLE OF THE DECISION. 

- JAPAN'S ABSTANETION WAS BASED UPON THE NEED OT 
ESTABLISH INTERNAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES WHICH 
WERE PROVING DIEEICULT TO ARRANGE (JAPAN INTENDS TO 
BECOME A DUMPER AND, CONSEQUENTLY, IE IT BECOMES 

A PARTY TO THE DECISION, WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT 
ITSELF TO INTERNATIONAL SCRUTINY). 

- THE AUSTRALIA REPRESENTATIVE NOTED THE NUCLEAR 
POLICY REVIEW CURRENTLY TAKING PLACE IN HIS COUNTRY 
AND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CONSIDER THE 
DRAET DECISION IN ISOLATION. 

- THE AMBASSADOR EROM NEW ZEALAND NOTED THAT HIS 
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COUNTRY WAS NOT A MEMBER OE NEA AND, CONSEQUENTLY, 
DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY OE THE PREPARATORY WORK 
LEADING TO THE DRAFT DECISION BUT THAT IT WAS PRE- 
PARED TO MAKE A DECISION AETER REVIEW OE THE DOCU- 
MENT, CURRENNTLY UNDERWAY, WAS COMPLETED. 

4. ADDITIONALLY, A REVISED TEXT OE ARTICLE 6 
(C(77)I15, ADDENDUM 2) SUBMITTED BY THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR SUGGESTING A MINOR CHANGE IN INTERPRETA- 
TION OE ARTICLE 6(A) WAS ADOPTED. NORWAY AND 
DENMARK AGREED AD REEERENDUM. 

SALZMAN 
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